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Welcome to WinnAero
Welcome to the fall issue of WinnAero News. In this issue, you will 
read reports from: ACE Academy 2018, and our second annual 
Touch-A-Plane/Touch-A-Truck Event. You’ll read about Gilford HS’ 
STEM activity featuring the Wings of Freedom Tour and EAA Chap-
ter 1516 activities. All this and more are inside this issue.
As always, if you have questions or require additional information, 
please email one of the board members, visit us on Facebook or on 
the web at http://www.winnaero.org. Please be aware that our web 
site will be under reconstruction during the next year.

ACE 2018
WinnAero’s ACE Academies had another very successful summer. 
Fifty-four students registered for the various offerings and we hired 
an additional instructor, Dr. Kristin Snow, to help with the Elemen-
tary Aerospace Academy.
Drone/UAS Academy was new this year, The small group was ideal 
to allow the instructors time to acclimate themselves and determine 
the effectiveness of certain activities. Students built and flew small 
quad copters that they could then take home. They visited UAS 
America and participated in demonstration flights at that site and at 
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The Wings of Freedom Tour from the 
Collings Foundation visited LCI 

September 17-19.

The first photo above is the group photo 
which includes the Drone/UAS Acad-
emy, High School Aviation Academy 
and the Space Academy. In the photo 
directly above are the middle school 
(ATC, Engineering, Emergency Ser-

vices) and elementary academies.



the airport.
The high school Aviation Academy built and flew the AIAA Cargo 
Planes, visited GE Aviation and Albany Engineered Composites. 
All high school students flew simulators, and participated in fixed 
and rotary wing orientation flights.
The Space Academy toured three suppliers of parts for NASA’s 
Space Launch System; RdF, Haigh Farr, and Corfin Industries. All 
students launched rockets and flew an Orientation Flight.
The Elementary Aerospace Academy staff met early in the year to 
develop a 3 year rotation plan so students would not experience the 
same activities 2 years in a row. This year, students visited the SEE 
Museum in Manchester. The instructors will soon meet again to fine 
tune the activities.
Middle School Aviation Academies were divided into the Air Traffic 
Control, Engineering, and Emergency Services groups. ATC visited 
Boston Center, TRACON and the MHT Tower. Engineering went 
to AvLite, Eptam and Titeflex Aerospace, while the Emergency 
Services group visited the MHT fire station/Ops Center and the 
Aviation Fire Training Facility in Concord. Students built and flew 
rubber band powered planes and gliders.
Prior to graduation ceremonies, all students participated in an Open 
House so students could explain their activities to their parents. This 
was very well received and will be repeated in the future.
ACE photos can be seen on the WinnAero Facebook page and in 
the photo gallery at the end of this letter.

Wings, Water, Wheels: A Family “Touch-A-Vehicle” Event
Wings, Water, Wheels continues to be a popular event with Lakes 
Region families. We had a decent showing of exhibitors and still had 
space available for other companies wishing to participate in the fu-
ture. An unofficial poll revealed that half the families who turned out 
heard about WWW from the newspaper ads and the others found us 
on Facebook. The tentative date for Wings, Water, Wheels 2019 is 
Saturday June 1, 2019. Hope to see you there.

News from EAA Chapter 1516
The Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 1516 continued to 
meet monthly through the summer months. Today, nationwide, more 
than 2 million young people have enjoyed a free introductory flight 
through the Young Eagles program. These flights are made possible 
through the generosity of EAA member volunteers. Since last spring, 
Chapter 1516 flew 22 new Young Eagles. The next Young Eagles 
opportunity for kids will be Saturday October 13th at the Airport Ter-
minal Building, 65 Aviation Dr.

WinnAero Affiliated Schools
Gilford High School teamed up with the Collings Foundation’s 
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Photos from Wings, Water, Wheels: 
a Touch-a-Plane, Touch-a-Truck 

activity, Saturday, June 2, 2018

Gilford Elementary teacher, 
Katie Bryant consults with 
ACE Academy instructors 

Chistiine Landry and Karen 
Mitchell as they update the 
curriculum for elementary 
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Wings of Freedom Tour to organize a school-wide STEM activitiy. 
Teachers were asked to develop an activity around the aviation or 
WWII theme. The principal’s office helped with the funding and a 
bus was scheduled to shuttle students between the high school and 
Laconia Airport. Participating departments included Technology & 
Engineering, Physical Education, English, Social Studies, and 
Science. Additionally, guest speakers were scheduled to speak to 
each class to relate their aviation experiences to the topic studied by 
the class.

STEM Professional Development for Teachers
WinnAero is offering Aviation and Space professional development 
for New Hampshire STEM teachers. 
Six different session are planned that will cover the 6 Civil Air 
Patrol (CAP) Modules; Introduction to Flight, Aircraft Systems and 
Airports, Air Environment, Rockets, Space Environment and Space-
craft. Teachers attending these sessions will receive a one-year 
CAP Aerospace Education Member (AEM) membership and an 
opportunity to apply for CAP grants. Home school teachers and NH 
CAP Aerospace Education Officers are invited to participate as well. 
In every workshop, teachers will “do” the activities just like their 
students will. They will also discover granting organizations to help 
them plan and implement the activities with their students. 
All sessions are “stand-alone,” and teachers can decide how many 
of the sessions they wish to attend. We meet in the conference room 
at the Laconia Airport terminal, in Gilford NH. Check-In starts at 8:30 
AM, adjournment at 3:30 PM.
The first session for non-Civil Air Patrol members has a $75 registra-
tion fee. Registration for additional sessions and for CAP AEMs and 
Senior Members is $40. Registration includes all workshop materi-
als, lunch, snacks, & CAP AEM membership. The following sessions 
are scheduled:
 November 17, 2018  Introduction to Flight  
 December 1, 2018   Aircraft Systems and Airports 
 December 15, 2018  Air Environment 
 March 2, 2019   Rockets
 March 16, 2019   Space Environment
 March 30, 2019   Spacecraft

Registration forms and other information are available on-line at 
www.winnaero.org 
Questions? Contact Dan Caron at dan.caron@winnaero.org

WinnAero on Facebook
Please find up to date news and events by visiting our website at 
WinnAero.org or look us up on Facebook.  
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Some of our supporters who have assisted with our activities...

Bank of NH * The Greater Lakes Region Children’s Fund
Diane K. Kline Memorial Scholarship Fund

Meredith Village Savings Bank
The Samuel P Pardoe Foundation

The Anthony & Gladys Sakowich Charitable Fund

Donations: Time, In-Kind, Money
Our plans are great and our board has more ideas, however, we can’t execute them without addi-
tional assistance. Some areas where we could use help include: teacher professional development, 
publicity, fund raising, and planning student activities. If you or your organization wish to be a part of 
this grand adventure, please contact Karen Mitchell at karen.mitchell@laconiachristian.org 



High School Aviation & Drone Academies
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High School Aviation & Drone Academies

Elementary Aerospace Academies

6



7



Grade 7-9 Space Academy
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Middle School Aviation Academies
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Visit WinnAero on Facebook to see photos that are not 
posted in this gallery.
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