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Welcome to WinnAero
Welcome to the fall issue of WinnAero News. In this issue, you’ll read 
about CAP’s NH Wing Honor Guard participation in “Operation Grati-
tude,” our third annual ACE Academy program, opportunities for young 
aviators, teacher professional development and other activities.  If you 
have questions or require additional information, please email one of the 
board members or visit our web site at www.winnaero.org. 

Civil Air Patrol’s NH Wing 
Honor Guard Supports Honor Flight New England

Gratitude and honor from a younger generation was provided to World 
War II veterans who were proud to be remembered! The New Hamp-
shire Wing Honor Guard of the Civil Air Patrol was privileged to provide 
a Cordon in support of Honor Flight New England’s September flight, 
“Operation Gratitude”. On 28 September 2013, the Honor Guard flew to 
Washington DC to join Honor Flight New England and the 200 World War 
II veterans from New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and New 
York. The veterans would join 400+ additional World War II veterans from 
other states to see “their” Memorial for the first time. This was a day filled 
with joy, sorrow, amazement, and stories shared from one generation to 
another. “We did what we had to do without giving it a second thought” 

For Additional Information, contact
Bill Seed, President, billseed@winnaero.org 
Vlad Vascak,  Vice President, Web Master, www.winnaero.org 
Don Morrissey, Treasurer and Public Affairs, mordonsan@aol.com 
Dan Caron, Educational Activities, dwcaron@hotmail.com
Duke Kline, Educational Activities dklinesnh@gmail.com 
Bob McCulla, EAA Liaison, Fund Raising, sundown@metrocast.net 
Bill Moran, NH CAP Liaison, moran@metrocast.net  
Diane Terrill, Laconia Airport Manager, diane.terrill@laconiaairport.com
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NH CAP cadets ith Former Secretary of State 

Gen Colin Powell (retired)

WinnAero ACE Alulmni Brendan Drew, Ethan Cray and 
Tyler Reid join NH Wing Honor Guard



said one veteran when thanked for their service by a Cadet. In addition to 
honoring and interacting with the veterans, the cadets had the opportunity 
to meet former Secretary of State Gen. Colin Powell and the Marine 
Corps Commandant, Gen. James Amos. WinnAero ACE Alumni who 
participated in this event were Brendan Drew, Ethan Cray and Tyler 
Reid.
The Honor Guard would especially like to thank the Laconia VFW for their 
support. Cadets were responsible for fundraising to pay their way, when air-
fare costs increased the VFW came through with a generous donation that 
made this trip possible to honor the veterans. Additional details at http://
www.nhcapcadets.org/honor-guard.html
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WinnAero/Laconia Airport ACE 2013
ACE Student Activities: Four separate ACE groups allowed us to tailor the 
activities to best fit the needs of our twenty six participants from grades 
3 through 11. The elementary ACE met during their own week while the 
middle and high school ACEs met concurrently. Students learned about the 
theory of flight and a number of aviation careers as they built rubber band 
powered and electric powered aircraft, toured FAA ATC Boston Center, 
Manchester/Boston Regional Airport, Manchester/Boston ATC tower, NH 
State Police Aviation and Scotia Technologies. Every student had an oppor-
tunity to fly, learn about airport planning and construction, meteorology and 
what aviation careers are available to them from our many career speakers. 
Our middle and high school ACE participants were: Rowan Boyer, James 
Chapin, Rachel Chaput, Devi Dheukal, Nick DiBurro, Liam Donohoe, 
Anjana Dulal, Champa Dulal, Andrew Fielders, Peter Frey, Nicholas 
Greene, Natashia Guzman, Emile Hamwey, Turner Jennings, Bryan 
Knight, Dylan Lines, Nicolas Morales, Tyler Reid, Ren Rodgers, Hasan 
Sapry, Christian Shepard, Cody Smith, Patrik White.

Elementary ACE: We had two brave students attend our first elementary 
ACE. Eric Phelps and Mitchell Towsend joined us for a fun week of avia-
tion activities, a trip the McAuliffe/Shepard Discovery Center, a flight with 
Capt. Bob, and discussions with guests from the Aviation Bureau of NH 
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DOT, and Laconia Airport.

Changes: We saw many changes this year at ACE 2013. First, we de-
cided to break the large group into three smaller more manageable groups; 
middle school, high school and advanced high school. Each group was 
capped at 10 students and required us to recruit an additional instructor. 
Our instructional team consisted of a director/instructor, two instructors, 
a counselor, flight instructor and a simlab instructor. In addition, there 
were over 25 volunteers assisting with tours, special presentations and our 
career fair. We also moved operations into the office spaces in the hangar 
at 50 Airport Rd. The advantages here were obvious to the instructional 
team; more meeting rooms, dedicated simlab space and our flight instruc-
tor could pick up and drop off his students at the hangar site. One of our 
career presenters also flew in and parked on-site. We are thankful to the 
Boisoneau Family and the WinnAero Board for making this site possible; 
our instructional staff, Dan Caron, Christine Landry, Kathy Maoratty, 
Bob Rotier, Bob McCulla and John Leahy; our logistical/planning staff 
Diane Terrill, Kelly Hatfield, Bill Seed, and Don Morrisey; our benefac-
tors who donated scholarship funds and supplies (see logos at the end of 
the newsletter); and finally, our volunteer career speakers, tour guides and 
presenters: Lee Avery, James Brough, Mary Build, Adam Clark, John 
Coon, John Dickinson, Martha Drukker, Bob Furey, Bob Gilbert, 
Gabe Herron, Russ Hobby, Eric Hoffman, Mark Johnson, Jason Lar-
rere, Tricia Lambert, Tice Leonard, David Linares, Tom Malafronte, 
Mary McLaughlin, Bill Moran, Don Morrisey, Carol Niewola, Tony 
Salerni, Katt Stewart, Diane Terrill.

ACE Alumni Opportunities
Young Eagles Flight Plan: From General Aviation News, April 5th issue, 
page 16.  The article says EAA has teamed up with Sporty’s to offer a free 
Sporty’s Learn to Fly Course to all Young Eagles in what has grown to 
be called the Young Eagles Flight Plan.  “Besides the free course, Young 
Eagles also receive a free EAA student membership, a free first flight les-
son, reimbursement for passing the FAA knowledge exam, and opportunity 
to apply for flight training scholarships”.

Scholarships: The Ninety-Nines, Inc. have aviation scholarships avail-
able to young aviators. More information at: http://www.ninety-nines.org/
index.cfm/scholarships.htm and http://www.ninety-nines.org/index.cfm/
other_scholarships.htm

Laconia Airport Activities
Belknap Mill Display: During the month of September, the history of 
Laconia Airport was on display at Belknap Mill for all to see. In addition 
to historical pictures, documents and artifacts were displays from Hawk 
Composite Squadron (CAP), WinnAero, and the Winnipesaukee Radio 
Controllers. WinnAero wishes to thank Rolf Dutzman and Abby Greene 



who donated aircraft and spacecraft models that can be used in our educa-
tion programs. Thanks to airport manager Diane Terrill for organizing and 
leading this effort. 

Airport Open House: 2nd Annual “Wings, Water & Wheels” held on June 
8th was a huge success.  Despite an uncertain start due to weather, nearly 
3,000 people came out to see the vintage and unusual aircraft, boats, and 
vehicles. Thanks to our generous sponsors and to the commitment and en-
thusiasm of everyone who braved the early morning elements over $3,600 
was raised to support the educational programs of WinnAero.  A HUGE 
shout out to Alan Bald for stepping up and donating the proceeds of his 
“Tire Ware-house Grill” and to all the folks who volunteered their time, en-
ergy , and creativity into making this event possible. The Herculean efforts 
of the Civil Air Patrol must be recognized. Without CAP we couldn’t have 
handled the volume of traffic and people. And we never would’ve gotten 
off the ground without the inimitable energy and spirit of our good friend 
Donna Hosmer—in fact, the name of the event was all her idea!  Planning 
is underway for WWW III June 14, 2014.

AvEd School and Organization Collaborations
Lakes Region Mamas: WinnAero hosted a group of pre-school children 
with their mothers and siblings  at the airport on Sept. 25th & Oct. 1st.  
Each day, 20 kids, their moms, & siblings arrioved to participate in aero-
space activities and “check out” the airport. There are approximately 300 
moms who call themselves “Lakes Region Mamas” in this group.  In the 
Spring, WinnAero and the Mama’s plan to repeat the activity. Special 
thanks to Bill Seed and Duke Kline who led the activities.

BSA Merit Badge Counselors: Two of our Board members are registered 
with the Daniel Webster Council, Boy Scouts of America as merit badge 
counselors for the Aviation and the Space Exploration merit badges. Bill 
Seed (Aviation) and Dan Caron (Space Exploration) are available to work 
with scouts to help them achieve these badges.

200 x 2020: WinnAero has recently partnered with the “200 x 2020” pro-
gram.  It is a regional program committed to having 200 businesses by the 
year 2020 partnering with schools to introduce students to various career 
opportunities through “shadowing” and “internships”.  The steering com-
mittee is comprised of representatives from the Belknap County Economic 
Development Council, Lakes Region Chamber of Commerce, schools and 
businesses. Bill Seed is WinnAero’s representative to this program.

Bedford High School Intersession: Bedford High School students will once 
again visit Laconia Airport for their Intersession Program during the spring 
semester. Come visit us on 24 April and hope for great flying weather.
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Teacher Professional Development
WinnAero is participating in two teacher professional development confer-
ences in November.

NHSTA Conference, Laconia Airport Tour: The New Hampshire Science 
Teachers Association is once again meeting in Meredith and will visit La-
conia Airport on 3 November, for a tour and review of the Civil Air Patrol 
AEX Program with hands-on activities and STEM Kit offerings. Registra-
tion for this activity is through the NHSTA web site at http://www.nhsta.
net/home/conference_info 

NEATT Conference, Waterville Valley: The New England Association of 
Technology Teachers is meeting at Waterville Valley on 16 November. 
The presentation for the technology and engineering teachers will also 
review the Civil Air Patrol AEX Program with hands-on activities and 
STEM Kit offerings. Registration for this activity is through the NEATT 
web site at http://www.neatt.org/

News sent from 
EAA Chapter 1516

EAA has announced an extension of more benefits to the Young Eagle 
program.  The intent is to help advance those Young Eagles who want to 
become licensed pilots.
EAA has partnered with Sporty’s Pilot Shop and together they are offer-
ing Young Eagles Sporty’s digital learn to fly course, normally $225, for 
free.  Additionally, EAA will pay $120 toward a Young Eagle’s first flight 
lesson.
To take advantage of this program, first go to www.eaa.org and sign up to 
become a member.  It is free until you are 19.  You will need your Young 
Eagle number given to you with your Young Eagle logbook.  
Next, on the EAA website, click on the Young Eagles tab and follow the 
instructions to participate in this terrific offering and get started on the 
path toward becoming a licensed pilot.  
Emile Hemway, a participant in the 2013 “Young Eagle” effort, has al-
ready started this program.  His comment follows.     “ACE Academy 
2013 in Laconia was an amazing experience.  I expanded my knowledge 
about aviation and met so many inspiring people who showed me fantastic 
career options in aeronautics.”- Emile Hamwey    10/06/2013

Young Eagles: The EAA Laconia Chapter 1516 has flown 74 Young 
Eagles in the last three years. 
The breakdown by communities where our Young Eagles live follows:
Bedford  (31), Laconia (11), Gilford (7), Merrimack (3), with 2 each, 
Belmont, Center Harbor, Plymouth, Windham, with 1 each, Brentwood, 
Canterbury, Center Barnstead, Durham, Franklin, Fremont, Gilmanton, 
Hollis, Meredith, Milford, Raymond, Rumney, Sanbornton, Tilton, East 
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war’s end, she resumed her journalism career while still flying and giving lessons at Laconia Airport.  In those 
early days of recreational flying, Alma had ample opportunities to demonstrate her skills.  Old timers recall the 
time she had just taken off in a single engine trainer with a student when the engine quit.  Alma quickly did a 
180 turn and deadsticked the crippled aircraft to a safe landing on the Laconia runway.  Another story has her 
losing an engine at night and calmly making an emergency landing on a frozen lake by moonlight then walking 

Kids To Space Student Guide

Lonnie Schorer with Astronaut Buzz Aldrrin

Williston, NY & Grafton, MA
Questions ?  Email Bob McCulla at  Chapter1516.  sundown@metrocast.
net

Donations: Time, In-Kind, Money
Our plans are great and our board has more ideas than we can execute 
without additional assistance. Some areas where we could use help include: 
teacher professional development, publicity, fund raising, and planning stu-
dent activities. If you or your organization wishes to be a part of this grand 
adventure, please contact Bill Seed at billseed@winnaero.org. 

Lakes Region Aerospace Authors
Along with Laconia Airport and activities, WinnAero also wishes to pro-
mote Lakes Region authors writing about aviation and space topics. 
Moultonboro resident, Lonnie Schorer, is the author of Kids To Space, A 
Space Traveler’s Guide. Students all over the US and Canada participated 
by submitting questions and artwork which Lonnie placed into the form of 
an imaginary trip into space. The children’s questions are answer by experts 
from various fields related to space travel. Complementing the kids’ guide 
is a teacher’s guide full of activities that can easily be completed in K-12 
classrooms. Lakes Region students and teachers from Moultonboro and the 
Gov. Wentworth Regional School District participate by submitting ques-
tions and artwork.
Information on both books can be found by visiting:
http://www.apogeespacebooks.com/Books/For%20Kids/KidstoSpace.html

NH Aviation History - Alma Gallagher Smith
Alma Gallagher was born into a newspaper family in New Hampshire 
where her father, Edward, was the owner/publisher of the Laconia Evening 
Citizen.  It was her journalistic work that had her covering a flight training 
ground school meeting in 1941 and she caught the bug!  After learning to 
fly float planes out of the Weirs Beach area, she turned her attention to the 
newly opened Laconia Airport where she mastered flying airplanes with 
fixed landing gear. In the process, this skilled aviator became one of the 
first females in New Hampshire to earn a pilot’s license. Following col-
lege graduation, she returned to Laconia to work in her father’s newspaper 
but kept her eyes ever skyward.  She traveled to White River Junction, VT 
where Laconia Airport’s legendary pioneer, Don Vaughn, worked for the 
Bugbee Flying Service.  Under Vaughn’s tutelage, Alma swiftly earned 
her commercial pilot’s license as well as her flight instructor credentials. 
Finding the  Women’s Air Service Pilots (WASPs) Program of World War 
II full and no longer recruiting female pilots, Alma turned her attention to 
teaching flying to Navy trainees in Dartmouth College’s V-12 Program.  At Alma Gallagher Smith
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Some of our supporters who have assisted with our activities...

Aviation Association of New Hampshire
Concord Municipal Airport

Diane K. Kline Memorial Scholarship Fund
Naples Seaplane Services, Inc.

to a nearby cottage to ask for a ride.  Alma became the publisher of her father’s newspaper, the Laconia Evening 
Citizen, upon his death and, along with her husband, Lawrence Smith, managed the paper from 1978 until 1991 
when the Citizen was sold. 
 Alma was a founding member of the New England section of the Ninety-Nines female pilots’ organization.  
She was an aviation pioneer, active in her community and strong supporter of the Laconia Airport which recog-
nized Alma Gallagher Smith’s contributions by honoring her for fifty years of flying at Laconia.  Alma Galla-
gher Smith “flew west” in 1991.

Information for this article was used with permission of Jean Batchelder, Author of the book “History & 
Heroes of New Hampshire Aviation”.  Ms. Batchelder, herself a skilled aviatrix, was a personal friend of Alma 
Gallagher Smith.


