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Welcome to WinnAero
Welcome to the fall issue of WinnAero News. In this issue, you will read 
about: ACE Academies 2017 and 2018, our second annual Touch-A-Plane/
Touch-A-Truck Event, WinnAero Affiliated Schools, and EAA Chapter 
1516 activities. All this and more are inside this issue.
As always, if you have questions or require additional information, please 
email one of the board members, visit us on Facebook or on the web at 
http://www.winnaero.org. Please be aware that our web site will be under 
reconstruction during the next month or two.

ACE Academy 2017 
ACE 2017 saw 49 students converge on Laconia Airport during the month 
of July. While the high school group was smaller, the elementary group 
was the largest ever and the Space Academy group continues to grow. 
Our total number of students since ACE 2011 now stands at 194 and 
52 of those students have attended multiple times. When asked why he 
keeps coming back year after year, Mitchell Townsend (classes of 13, 
14, 16, 17) replied, “The reason I and others have kept coming back to 
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ACE Academy is because it is engaging, has consistent teaching, and is 
well organized. There are great advantages that come with learning to fly. 
Everything you do is hands on, fun, inclusive and beneficial to your knowl-
edge. At ACE Academy there is something to learn for everyone.” Mitchell 
Townsend
Financial Assistance: It is our hope that no child will be refused because 
they cannot afford the tuition fee and we are always looking for sponsors 
to help kids. Thanks to the generous donations received this year, full and 
partial scholarships were awarded to 21 students in the amount of $4000. 
Tours & Speakers: Middle and high school students select a career theme 
they wish to know more about and tours and speakers are arranged to cater 
to those interests. Themes for our groups were: 
   Elementary: general aerospace; 
   Middle school: space, air traffic control, emergency services, aerospace 
engineering/manufacturing;
   High school: aerospace engineering/manufacturing, airframe & power 
plant.
During ACE 2017, we had 17 tours and 28 speakers. Our Career Day activ-
ity on Friday morning allows students to speak to individuals from other 
career fields with an opportunity for one-on-one interviews. If your com-
pany would like to host a tour, or you know a dynamic speaker who would 
like to be involved, please let us know and we’ll make the contacts for ACE 
2018.

New Offering for ACE 2018
WinnAero ACE 2018 will offer a Drone Academy at the high school level. 
This academy will prepare students to take the FAA certification for a com-
mercial drone license and will have a mix of classroom, flight time, field 
trips and speakers. We feel that it is important for students in this specialty 
to have a background in aviation and will accept ACE graduates and CAP 
Cadets first. Other students will be placed on a wait list and will be accept-
ed first come, first served if space allows.

WinnAero ACE 2018 Registration Begins January 2018
Brochures, registration and Financial Assistance forms will be available 
on the WinnAero web site January 2018. Week one, July 9-13 will offer a 
high school Aerospace Engineering/Manufacturing Academy, the Drone 
Academy mentioned above, Space Academy for students in grades 7-9 and 
a half day Elementary Aerospace Academy. The second week will offer the 
three Middle School Academies, Air Traffic Control, Emergency Services, 
Aerospace Engineering/Manufacturing and a half day Elementary Aero-
space Academy. 
Tuition Increase: In order to continue providing a quality experience for 
children, we will need to increase tuition for the 2018 Academies. Tuition 
for the full day middle and high school academies will now be $450 for the 
week while tuition for the half day Elementary Academies will be $250.

2



3

“Touch-A-Plane” Event Scheduled for Saturday, June 2, 2018
The first Touch-A-Plane/Touch-A-Truck event was so successful last June, 
WinnAero is planning it’s second “Touch-A-Plane/Touch-A-Truck” fam-
ily oriented event for Saturday June 2, from 10 -2.  Airport tenants came 
through with a variety of aircraft including a PA34-200T Seneca, PC-12, 
Piper Archer, Piper Warrior and a Yak 52. Local companies and organiza-
tions such as Belknap County Sherrif’s Dept, Bryant Paving, Gilford 
Fire Department, Gilford Police Department, Hiltz Excavating, Laco-
nia Oil, LLC, NH Motor Speedway, Laconia Airport and Lakes Re-
gion Community College, displayed a variety of heavy equipment. Other 
groups and companies in the display area were the 99’s, ATS Precision, 
Hawk Composite Squadron, EAA, Jewell Instrruments, NH Aviation 
Museum, NH National Guard, Scotia Technologies, Titeflex Aerospace, 
and WinnAero ACE Academy.  Special thanks to our Banner Sponsors, 
Advanced Lock and Alarm, American Eyecare, ATS Precision, EM 
Heath Supermarket, German Motorsports, The Insurance Outlet, 
Maverick Technology Institute, Melcher & Prescott Insurance, MVSB, 
Patrick’s Pub and Eatery, and ReMax Bayside. If we missed you and 
you wish to participate, please let us know and we’ll be sure to contact you 
with details. 
As in the past, Touch-A-Plane 2018 will be a one day affair, rain or shine, 
starting at 10:00 am and ending at 2:00 pm. Food & drink will be available 
for purchase.  Suggested donation is $5 per person, with a family maximum 
of $20.00.  Look for updates on the WinnAero website, and Facebook.  It 
will be a fun filled family event not to be missed! 

WinnAero Affiliated Schools
Gilford High School’s Technology/Engineering Education Department is 
once again offering an Aviation and Space Technology course. Students are 
introduced to aviation and fly simulators. They dismantle and re-assemble 
a small gas engine to learn about powerplants, and build a small model air-
plane to study the science of flight. The students complete the trimester by 
building and flying rockets, studying orbital mechanics and spacecraft.
For more information, contact Dan Caron at dcaron@sau73.org

News from EAA Chapter 1516
The Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 1516 has had an active 
summer and fall. Although the Fall Y/E Day only flew 9 kids, the team had 
plenty of time to spend with them and they received a quality experience.  
The weather and foliage were perfect. The next Y/E day is scheduled for 
the WinnAero Touch a Vehicle event in June 2018. We are, however, work-
ing with 2 scout troops to arrange an aviation experience for their members 
next spring. The Rusty Pilots Seminar that Roger Shelton ran turned out 
very well with 38 pilots attending. The FAA Wings Program that Lee Avery 
ran also went well with 37 people attending. 
The chapter meets monthly at the Laconia Airport terminal. Contact John 
Seeler john@atsprecision.com for details.
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WinnAero on Facebook
Our WinnAero Facebook page is worth a “like”.   We are always posting 
updates of our latest activities or sharing STEM and Aviation happen-
ings around NH.  Please visit to check out the photos from ACE 2017. As 
always, don’t forget to share our page!

Teacher Resources
The best aerospace resources for education continue to come from the Civil 
Air Patrol. If you’re looking for quality STEM resources, let us know and 
we’ll help you connect with Civil Air Patrol.

Donations: Time, In-Kind, Money
Our plans are great and our board has more ideas, however, we can’t ex-
ecute them without additional assistance. Some areas where we could use 
help include: teacher professional development, publicity, fund raising, and 
planning student activities. If you or your organization wish to be a part of 
this grand adventure, please contact Scott Davis at sdavisnh@gmail.com 

Photo Gallery from the WinnAero 
ACE Academy 2017 Weeks at KLCI.
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Touch-A-Plane, Touch-A-Truck 2017 Photo Gallery

aircraft. Plan to join us in June. 
Contact one of our Board mem-
bers for information.

Promote your Aerospace Manu-
facturing /Engineering Com-
pany, or your Aviation related 
organization on the grassy dis-
play area.  Reserve apron space 
for your heavy equipment or 

Join us for
Touch-A-Plane & 
Touch-A-Truck at 
Laconia Airport, 

June 2, 2018.
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Some of our supporters who have assisted with our activities...

Bank of NH * The Greater Lakes Region Children’s Fund
Columbia Realty * DHART

Diane K. Kline Memorial Scholarship Fund
Maltempo Family Trust * Meredith Village Savings Bank

Naples Seaplane Services, Inc. *  Woodbury Middle School
The Samuel P Pardoe Foundation

The Anthony & Gladys Sakowich Charitable Fund


